Matthew 4 message for January 25th

Matthew 4:18-19: “As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw
two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net
into the lake, for they were fishermen. ‘Come, follow me,’ Jesus said, ‘and | will

make you fishers of men.” At once they left their nets and followed him.”

| thought of an old interview joke when | saw our scripture on calling the
first disciples. | can look at and evaluate myself with the same flavor. He has some
abilities in filling the needs of a minister. At times though he gets overwhelmed at
the enormity of the problems facing the church and too often he keeps his faith to
himself rather than sharing it freely with others.

| think we can all look at ourselves and see certain weaknesses we all have
when it comes to our discipleship. Perhaps we’ve had job interviews where
among other things we are asked about our strengths and weaknesses. | read up
on that a little and found some responses you probably shouldn’t say during an
interview.

Interviewer: "What is your greatest weakness? “My honesty,” Interviewer: "I
don't think honesty is a weakness.” "l don't care what you think.”

Interviewer: What are your strengths? Me: | fall in love too easily.
Interviewer: | don't see how that's strength, but alright. What are your
weaknesses? Did anyone ever tell you have beautiful eyes?

Interviewer: What would you consider to be your main weaknesses and
strengths? Well, my main weakness would be my issues with reality, telling what's
real from what's not. Interviewer: And your strengths? I'm Batman.

| often reflect on the parable of the talents and remind myself with God’s
help to keep developing the God given talents I've been blessed with. | see how
many of you use the talents the Lord has given you for the benefit of this body of
Christ and other places.



But as we all know there are many things we need to work on.

Sometimes it’s our attitudes. | do get overwhelmed at the uphill battle we
sometimes face in the church these days.

Just in my life time | have seen how the role of the church has changed. | can
remember when Wednesday night was church night and no school events were
scheduled. | grew up in a rural community where the church was a big part of
one’s social life. | remember in the early 70’s when the malls started opening up
on Sunday afternoon. That was a big deal. About 1/3 of my classmates of a class of
88 were confirmed the local Lutheran church in 8" grade.

| could go on but I think this helps us get a perspective on the way things
were say 40-50 years ago as compared to now. | imagine those of you around my
age and older have the same recollections.

As | thought of this, it occurred to me how discipleship has changed. We
used to live in a society where most belonged to a church and attended nearly
every Sunday. It was just part of our culture. | witnessed first-hand many
dedicated people serving the Lord using the talents they had been gifted with.

While times have changed we still have so many examples around us of
people being called and following Christ. Yes, perhaps not as many, but people are
still hearing the voice of Christ, saying “follow me.” And though it seems not as
many are involved | have seen some shifts in attitudes.

Before Christmas a church | know was asked to donate to 3 families in need,
three families with many children. The giving was overwhelming.

A pastor | know keeps stressing that if a church is focused on an outreach
type of mission, like helping others in need, people will buy into that and support
that type of mission. He contrasts the thinking that we need to support the church
with only the thought of keeping the church going for future generations. So |
guess in that way discipleship is taking on new meaning. We live in a time where
people are becoming more self-centered. Our call to discipleship teaches us to
take a different path.



Like those first disciples we too must leave behind what keeps us from
following Jesus more closely. By following Christ we mean imitating Christ.

So we study Christ in the gospels — we see how He deals with all kinds of
situations with friends like Mary and Martha, with soldiers, with both poor and
wealthy people, the religious of the day, and the poor and hurting. There are
lessons in all of these encounters. We see how Jesus relates to God the Father.
We see courage, compassion, wisdom, humility, and his patience. Then we should
do our best to imitate him with the help of the Holy Spirit.

Those qualities remind me of the fruits of the spirit in Galatians where Paul
speaks of having love, joy, peace and patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control. Unfortunately we see so little of that in our world
especially in our national politics. But there is hope.

Last fall | read about a little boy named Charlie. Charlie was 7 mo. old at the
time and was elected honorary major in October as part of the Whitehall
Community Volunteer Fire Department barbecue fundraiser. The role of honorary
mayor is auctioned and Charlie won the high bid receiving this title. His
inauguration was a party enjoyed by many. Charlie was adopted. “Charlie loves
folks from all political leanings; Republican, Democrat and Independent.
Regardless of anyone’s background, he loves them, and we hope he can be a
unifier in our country,” said dad.

These two examples give a glimpse of what the Holy Spirit is doing. The Spirit
also works through us. God calls us to follow, to be imitators of Christ. To share
the word, the love, and the light that Christ brings to the world. While we may feel
overwhelmed at times, God can and does work in us. The question is how will we
face the challenges before us? Much too often we rely on ourselves and our own
earthly wisdom. Jesus simply says, ‘follow me”, if we follow, He will lead.

Let us follow His lead. Amen.



