Bethany United Church of Christ
February 1, 2026

As you prepare your heart for worship it might be helpful to read through the call to worship and the
prayer of confession and think about them.

Prelude and Bell Ringing
Announcements, Joys and Concerns

Call to Worship (from Psalm 16)

Leader: Preserve me, O God, for in you I take refuge.

Congregation: I say to the LORD, "You are my Lord; I have no good apart from you."

L: As for the holy in the land, they are excellent; in them is all my delight.

C: Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows; I will not take their names upon my
lips.

L: The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup;

C: I bless the LORD who gives me counsel;

L: I keep the LORD always before me;

C: because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.

L: The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;

C: Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices.

L: You show me the path of life;

C: in your presence there is fullness of joy.

Prayer of Invocation

*Hymn of Praise #20 “Great God, We Sing that Mighty Hand”

Call to Confession

Unison Confession of Sin

Heavenly Father, forgive us. Often in life, we just want to fit in. We want to keep a low profile
and not stick out. We want our lives to go smoothly, with no trouble from other people. It seems
like a good plan, a plan that is fitting for decent people. But as we read your words and learn
about you, we realize this is actually a sinful way to live. You want us to stand out, to be different.
You want us to be unafraid of trouble from other people, if it comes to us because we follow your
Son Jesus. You have not called us to be ordinary people, but to be his followers. Forgive us, and
fill us with your Holy Spirit. Help us to stand out from the crowd in ways that will bring glory to
you, and draw others to Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon

*GLORIA PATRI

Invitation to the Children (Jesus Loves the Little Children)
Children’s time



Pre-K to Grade 2 children dismiss to church entryway for Sunday School

Scripture
Old Testament lesson - Micah 6:1-8
New Testament epistle lesson - 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
New Testament gospel lesson - Matthew 5:1-12

Sermon “Wise Guy, Eh?”
*Hymn of Preparation #261 (SS) “Are Ye Able,” Said the Master”

Sacrament of Holy Communion
Words of Institution
Distribution of the Bread and the Cup
Prayer of Thanksgiving

Installation of Officers

Prayers of the People
Lord’s Prayer

Offering, Offertory
*Doxology
*Prayer of Dedication

*Hymn of Commitment #259 (SS) “Living for Jesus”

*Charge and Benediction
Amen! We go forth to serve.
*Choral Response: “God Be with You” #177 (SS) (v. 1)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

TODAY - Rev. Darwin Smith

Women’s Fellowship will meet this Wednesday, February 4, at 1:30 p.m. in
the Fellowship Hall. Marian Bland is hostess.

Family Fun Night will be Sunday, February 15, at 5 p.m.

World Day of Prayer will be held here at Bethany UCC on Friday, March 6,
sponsored by Women’s Fellowship. Registration will be at 9:30 a.m. with
brunch at 10 a.m. and a worship service to follow. The program was

prepared by the ladies of Nigeria and focuses on ladies’ leadership with
women taking part in the service. Anyone who is interested may attend.



The Sunday Music Series presents a free piano recital featuring Dr.

Dylan Marney at the Unitarian Church at 16th and Hampshire in Quincy
today, February 1, at 4 p.m.

SAVE

THE DATES:
Feb. Women’s Fellowship: Wednesday, February4, 1:30 p.m.

Family Fun Night: Sunday, February 15, 5 p.m.
World Day of Prayer: Friday, March 6, 9:30 a.m.
Retreat House Service: Sunday, July 12, 10 a.m.
Bible School: Monday, July 13

Women’s Bible Study: Mondays, 9:30 a.m.

Confirmation Class: Sundays, 9 a.m.

Teresa Beeler is greeter today, Kevin Schrader next week. Thanks to the

greeter, Rev. Smith, the musician, AV tech - all who helped with the
service.

WELCOME ALL! If you are a visitor, please sign the guest register and

come again.
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